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The second regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, July 20, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Gary Tagtow, Scott Bjornson, Shane Hagstrom and Pat Wortham. Visitors at the meeting were Ivan Wersal, Roger Holm, and Jared Voge with Bolton and Menk.   Representing the city departments was Chief of Police Reed Schmidt.

The minutes of the regular meeting of July 6, 2011, was motioned for approval by Hagstrom, second by Wortham.   Motion carried unanimously.  

Jared voge – uPdate on 2011 street project

Voge explained that the project is underway. He asked about service to each lot in front of the burned building.  Council decided to leave services in each lot so that it is available if anyone should rebuild, so they don’t need to go into the new street.  Also keep as in the plans services into the Red and White lot and courtyard.  When the buildings were being torn down the sidewalk on Second Street was damaged significantly and need to be replaced.  Council gave a verbal okay to include this repair in the current project.  Another interesting part of the removal is that the wiring on the downtown street lights are bad and conduit should be laid for the future in case of need of repairs.  It requires hand digging.  Consider for next meeting.

Olson questioned the need for a retaining wall and the cost of the supplies and installation.  Voge will bring the answers back at the next meeting.  Tagtow also expressed his concern regarding keeping Hwy 2 open at all times so residents can get to their homes.  Voge explained that the project doesn’t go very far into Hwy 2.

ROGER HOLM – regarding empty lot

	Holm came to the meeting to ask if the city was interested in taking over the lot formerly occupied by the hardware store.  Mayor Olson also informed the council that Rice Lake is also considering giving the property to the city.  Holm suggested a community garden be placed there or just clean it up.  Bjornson didn’t feel that the downtown street isn’t the right place for a community garden and would like to just see green space.  Speaking of the clean up – Mayor Olson was disappointed that there wasn’t an accurate 4 inches of black top soil all over the project.  

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT

	The lift station on Montana is working with only 1 pump.  The check valve is assumed to be the problem. Bomstad asked if the patches need to be looked at and pavement needs to be replaced.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

	Schwartz advised the council that the bylaws for the Fire Relief Association are in the works and amendments are already in the works.  Final draft will not be before the council until October or November.  

PARKS DEPARTMENT

	Summer recreation is finished this week with practice and games.  Hagstrom is looking into making the bathrooms in Centennial Park more accommodating.  They need paint and doors for the stalls.

CLERK’S REPORT 

	Smith requested permission to attend the SW/WC Cooperative annual meeting in Redwood Walls on August 17th.  Council gave their verbal okay.  Smith is requesting reallocating $5920 from Auditing, Assessors, Library rent, and nutrition transportation. Cost of the spreader and cutter were $22,020 with the fire department donating $10,600 and $5,500 switched to capital outlay. This money would go to the fire departments capital outlay.  She also suggested selling the bus to help pay for the Fire Relief association required payment of over $17,000.  Motion was made by Bjornson and second by Wortham to move the money to cover the cost of equipment for the fire department and end the transportation program on September 1st.  Motion carried unanimously.  

HWY 2 REPAIRS BY COUNTY

	Olson spoke to Danielson and county will share the cost 50/50 with a maximum of $3,000 for participation by the city.   A fine material is going to be used and spread over the dips to even out the top coat.  Since it is the County’s responsibility to plow the street, we really don’t have much to say about the correction.  

aSSESSMENT CONTRACT WITH kANDIYOHI COUNTY

	Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Wortham to approve the assessment contract with Kandiyohi County Assessor’s office for 2012, 2013 and 2014.  Motion carried unanimously.  

REQUEST FROM BRYAN SIETSEMA TO SPLIT PROPERTY

	Sietsema requested that lots 1 & 2 of Block 25 of the original plat of the City of Atwater be split out from the parcel number 40-075-3010 which currently includes lots 1 through 4.  He is wanted to separate the parcels due to different uses.  Lots 3 & 4 are now a rental house and lots 1 & 2 will eventually contain his new business.  A motion was made by Bjornson and second by Wortham to approve the split into separate parcels.  Motion carried unanimously.

Request from Atwater State Bank to move property line 

	Mitch McKay from the Atwater State Bank requested that the city approve moving the property line for the lumber yard so that the drive way could be used by each party who would own each parcel.  Motion was made by Wortham and second by Bjornson to approve the survey for the proposed new property line as drawn by Bonnema Survey dated July 15th, 2011.  Motion carried unanimously.
DANCE AND off PREMISES Liquor LICENSES

	Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Bjornson to approve a dance permit for Luisa Martinez for a graduation party (no alcohol) at the community center on August 6th.   Motion carried unanimously.  Off premises intoxicating liquor license for July 23rd for the IDK at the Community Center for a birthday party was motioned for approval by Bjornson and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried unanimously.  Dance permit for the month of August for the IDK was motioned by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Bjornson and second by Wortham.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: July 20th, 2011 (Checks numbers 23186-23210 for $ 21,341.59).  

A motion was made to adjourn by Bjornson at 8:13 p.m. 




								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

